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Who are these heroes?
They are the men and 

women Tom Brokaw called 
“the greatest generation.” 
They are your mothers and 
fathers, aunts, uncles and 
grandparents. They are your 
friends and neighbors.

When World War II 
exploded onto American 
soil, they answered the call, 
many volunteering for ser-
vice, many making the ul-
timate sacrifi ce. From 1941 
to 1945, the whole nation 
mobilized, geared to the 
war effort.

As part of that effort, in 
November 1942, the De-
Land Naval Air Station 
(DNAS) opened on what 
we now call the DeLand 
Municipal Airport. Navy 
personnel came to train 
as crewmen in the SBD, 
a two-seat dive bomber 
commonly known as “the 
Dauntless.”

DeLand resident and 
Beacon contributor Jack 

Fortes was among the 
trainees.

“I was stationed here for 
one year, after I came back 
from overseas,” Fortes re-
called.

Before being assigned to 
the DNAS, Fortes served on 
the island of Espiritu Santo, 
a supply-and-support base 
that was the setting for 
James Michener’s fi ctional 
tale immortalized in the 
musical South Pacifi c.

In the 1940s, Fortes 
— along with most of his 
generation — had his ra-
dio tuned and record player 
cued to the swing music 
of the popular big bands, 
including Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey and Les 
Brown. A real enthusiast 
and an expert on the music 
and dance of the era, Fortes 
penned a book on the sub-
ject, The Band Leader.

The music still plays. 
Each year since 1992, the 
50th anniversary of the 
founding of the DNAS, 
West Volusians have cel-
ebrated World War II-era 

memories with a Hangar 
Dance. Friday, Nov. 6, will 
be no exception.

The DNAS Museum 
has managed this occasion 
each of the past 15 years. 
Before that, City of De-
Land employee J.V. Hayes 
coordinated the effort. The 
annual dance is the Naval 
Air Station Museum’s main 
fundraiser.

For the past fi ve dances, 
the Joe Mose Big Band re-
created the World War II-
era sound for the Hangar 
Dance. The tradition con-
tinues, as the Sentimental 
Band, formerly known as 
the Joe Mose Big Band, 
provides the music for this 
year’s event.

The 13-piece band will 
play several of Glenn Mill-
er’s hits, including “In 
the Mood,” “Moonlight 
Serenade” and “String of 
Pearls,” according to band 
publicist and singer Marc 
Monteson. 

Monteson will be fea-
tured on the songs of Frank 
Sinatra, including “Fly Me 

to the Moon” and “That’s 
Life.” 

At 92, Mose is semi-
retired.

“He still comes out for 
special personal appear-
ances,” Monteson said.

The DNAS Museum will 
stage its 18th annual Big 
Band Hangar Dance and the 
11th annual Volusia County 
Veterans Day Parade the 
weekend of Nov. 6-7.

The dance will be in 
the Jet Center Hangar on 
the DeLand Municipal 
Airport, 7-11 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 6.

Tickets for the dance cost 
$12.50 ($15 the day of the 
dance). A reserved table for 
eight costs $125.

Tickets are available 
at The Muse Book Shop, 
the Family Book Shop, 
and Stetson Flower & Gift 
Shop.

For more information 
about Veterans Day week-
end events, or for parade 
reservation forms, call the 
DeLand Naval Air Station 
Museum at 386-738-4149.

Above, DeLand native U.S. 
Marine Master Sgt. Scott 
Zender receives the Bronze 
Star from Maj. Sean Zukowsky, 
Oct. 15, at Zender’s home. 
Zender served 24 years 
with the U.S. Marines. He 
received the Bronze Star for 

meritorious service while in 
Iraq. Zender retired from the 
U.S. Marine Corps in January, 
and resides in DeLand with 
his wife, Ginger. 
Above, center, Master 
Sgt. Scott Zender celebrates 
his receipt of the Bronze Star. 

Zender’s family includes, 
from left, mom Carol Zender, 
sister Brenda Griffi ths, wife 
Ginger Zender, Scott Zender, 
sister Jamie Mullins, dad Jim 
Zender, and uncle and aunt 
Earl and Jean Zender. 
Above, right, U.S. Marine 

Master Sgt. Scott Zender re-
ceives his Bronze Star citation 
from Maj. Sean Zukowsky. 
The citation lauded Zender’s 
leadership and his role in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. Zender 
served in Iraq from Sept. 1, 
2007, to Aug. 31, 2008. Dur-

ing that time, he trained his 
brigade in highly skilled mili-
tary operations, with a high 
risk of capture. He provided 
counsel and facilitated the ex-
pansion of battle space along 
the Western Euphrates River 
Valley. The citation said his 

work was pivotal to setting up 
security so that municipal elec-
tions could be safely held in and 
around Al Quain, and that his 
leadership contributed to the 
achieving of provisional Iraqi 
control, leading to developing a  
stable and democratic Iraq. 

Local Marine honored with Bronze Star
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Hangar Dance celebrates WWII-era music
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At 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Nov. 11, Veterans Day, 
a combined color guard 
representing all military 
services will present arms 
at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. 

The nation’s war dead 
will be remembered by 
the laying of a presidential 
wreath and the sounding 
of  taps.

More than 42 million 
men and women have 
served this country in the 
military since its begin-
nings in 1776.

Of those, nearly 651,000 
died in battle, and 538,500 
died of other war-related 
causes. More than 1.4 mil-
lion men and women have 
been wounded in battle 
during the history of our 
country, according to the 
U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.

Currently, there are more 
than 70,000 veterans living 
in Volusia County, includ-
ing around 4,000 military 
retirees, according to the 
Volusia County Veterans’ 
Services Division. 

The West Volusia Bea-
con salutes all those men 
and women who served 

their country. We share 
in the remembrance of 
those who are no longer 
with us.

Here in West Volusia, 
the DeLand Naval Air Sta-
tion Museum will present 
its 18th annual Big Band 
Hangar Dance at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 6, at the Jet 
Center Hangar on the De-
Land Municipal Airport. 
At 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
7, the 11th annual Volusia 
County Veterans Day Pa-
rade will get under way in 
Downtown DeLand.

Why Nov. 11?
In November 1921, an 

unknown U.S. soldier who 
died in combat during the 
First World War was buried 
in Arlington National Cem-
etery, on a site overlooking 
the Potomac River. In Eng-
land and France, soldiers 
were buried in places of 
honor, at the same time.

The date was Nov. 11, 
the day the “War to End 
All Worlds” — World War 
I — ended, in 1918. 

At fi rst, the day was 
known as Armistice Day, 
offi cially recognized in the 
U.S. in 1926. 

World War I introduced 
the world to modern war-

fare, with the advent of air-
planes, tanks, poison gas 
and other modern marvels. 
The days of the cavalry 
were gone, and mecha-
nized, machined war was 
here to stay.

The men and women 
who served as soldiers, 
medics and pilots in that 
War to End All Wars are 
gone now.

History was proving 
there were more wars to 
come in the world. In 1954, 
President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed a bill offi cial-
ly changing the name from 
Armistice Day to Veterans 
Day, to honor all those who 
served in war.

That is why we pause to 
honor our veterans, present 
and past, on Nov. 11.

For information on ser-
vices for veterans, call the 
Volusia County Veterans’ 
Services Division at 386-
740-5102, or visit online at 
www.volusia.org/veterans. 
The offi ce serves approxi-
mately 10,000 veterans a 
year, with everything from 
home loans to disability as-
sistance.

Visit the Department of 
Veterans Affairs online at 
www.va.gov.
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Parade  review –  Harold and Rabel Parson of DeLand review 2008’s Veterans Day Parade 
in DeLand. This year’s parade is set for 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7. Before the U.S. entered 
World War II, Harold, a Stetson business-administration student from Miami, met Rabel, who 
had studied music at Stetson. The war interrupted courtship and education. Harold served as 
a Navy pilot and fl ight instructor, while Rabel became DeLand’s fi rst female postal letter car-
rier in a program to replace men at war. They married in 1945 and returned to Stetson. Harold 
celebrated his 87th birthday on Oct. 13, which was the 234th birthday of the U.S. Navy.
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Big-band style — The Joe Mose Big Band plays tunes 
from yesteryear during the 2008 Big Band Hangar Dance. 
The Joe Mose Band has changed its name to the Sentimental 
Band, and will perform at this year’s annual Hangar Dance, 
Friday, Nov. 6. 
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Dancing the night away —  Attendees of the 2008 
Hangar Dance dance the night away.




